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and for the furtherance or discussion of any
matter of public concern; (c) that the matter
complained of is of public concern, or that the
publication of the matter complained of is for
the public benefit.

There has been a great deal of discussion as to
whether it will be necessary, in order to establish
privilege for the publication in a newspaper of
any of the proceedings specified in sect. 4 of the
Act of 1888, to prove (1) that the matter is of
public concern, and (2) that the publication
thereof is for the public benefit; or whether it
will be sufficient to prove either (1) or (2). At
first sight the former construction appears to be
the correct one, but it is submitted that a careful
consideration of the words of the section (q) will
prove that this is not so. In support of the latter
contention, an opinion of counsel has been pub-
lished to the effect that "it is impossible to give
a very confident opinion as to the construction
which will finally be put upon the clause; but
on the whole it will probably be held that a fair
and accurate report in a newspaper of the pro-
ceedings of any of the meetings specified is
protected, where either the matter is of public
concern or the publication is for the public
benefit, For the privilege is only taken away
where the matter is not of public concern, and
the publication of it is not for the public benefit;
and if so, it follows that where either it is of

(q) Set out at pp. 265-266, infra.